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The Purpose of This Study

The purpose of this study was to examine preservice
teachers’ choir travels abroad and their influence on the
development of intercultural competence.

“The ability to relate and communicate etfectively
when individuals involved in the interaction do not
share the same culture, ethnicity, language, or other
common experiences.”

Forum on Education Abroad, 2016

Deardorff's Pyramid Model of Intercultural Competence
(2006)

Desired External outcome
Behaving and communicating effectively and
appropriately (based on one’s intercultural
knowledge, skills, and atitudes) to achieve one’s
goal to some degree

Desired Internal Outcome
Informed frame of reference/filter shift

e Adaptability (to different communication styles and
behaviors; adjustment to new cultural environments)

e Flexibility (selecting and using appropriate communication
styles and behaviors; cognitive flexibility)

e Ethnorelative view

e Empathy

Knowledge and Comprehension <——>

e Cultural self-awareness e Listen

e Deep understanding and knowledge | « Observe

of culture (including contexts, role | e Interpret
and impact of culture and others” | « Analyze

worldviews) e Evaluate
e Culture-specific information s Relate
e Sociolinguistic awareness

Requisite Attitudes

e Respect (valuing other cultures, cultural diversity)

e Openness (to intercultural learmming and to people from other cultures, withholding judgment)
e Cuniosity and discovery (tolerating ambiguity and uncertainty)

Fantani's IC Model (2000)

Method

* 11 out of 13 preservice teachers participated.

* Data sources:
a) an initial interview before departure,
b) preservice teachers’ daily journals during the trip,
c) and post and follow-up interviews after the trip.

* Data analysis:

Data transcribed and analyzed (Hyper Research)
» The

using IC as a theoretical background.

1. Open Coding: 57 initial codes were yielded from the three data sources.

2. Selective Coding: these codes were finally grouped into four
/, themes

9 3. Axial Coding: Relationship between themes were
) 1identified.

Results

* Four themes, each connected to at least one
dimension of IC (Knowledge, Skills, Attitude)

* Music found to connect to all three dimensions of
IC
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Discussion

1. Music’s universal traits act as moderator for
nurturing IC.

. Even short cultural exposures work to develop IC.

. Exposing pre-service teachers to nonmusical aspects
of a culture (food, etiquette, language) are important
for developing IC.

. Humanities courses help pre-service teachers build
the self-awareness critical for developing IC.




