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Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to develop a Motivation to 

Learn a Musical Instrument Scale (MLMIS) for upper-

level elementary students, which will serve students’ 

instrument selection and the interaction between 

band/orchestra directors and elementary general music 

teachers.

Factors Influencing Students’ Instrument 

Selection

Interest and Enjoyment

1. The stronger factors when students consider whether

to begin, continue, or discontinue instrumental music

learning (Hurley, 1995; Mackenzie, 1991)

2. An important sub-category of intrinsic motivation

(Lehmann, Sloboda, & Woody, 2007)

3. Manifested through active participation and

exploration (Halsey, 1979)

The Structure of MLMIS

1. MLMIS General Test (30 questions)
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Conclusion

The MLMIS converges well with Asmus’s Measuring Music 

Motivation, shows reliability over time, and exhibits a good 

internal consistency. The results also indicate that students’ 

willingness to learn a particular instrument and timbre preference 

toward the instrument are not identical. Through MLMIS, music 

educators can assess students’ general motivation to learn a 

musical instrument and help their instrument selection by 

administering the subset test after exploring an instrument. The 

information from MLMIS will promote interaction and 

collaboration between band/ orchestra directors and elementary 

general music teachers.

MLMIS Development Procedure

Participants (N=88) were recruited from 4th and 5th graders.
2. MLMIS “Willingness to Learn” Subtest (8 questions 

per a Just Explored Instrument)

Participants 

4th and 5th graders (N = 80) were recruited from an elementary 

school in the Southwestern region of the United States. 

* 33 4th graders & 47 5th graders/ 38 males & 42 female.

Results

1. Convergent Validity: MLMIS main Test with Measuring 

Motivation with Music (Asmus, 1989)

2. Convergent Validity: MLMIS Subtest with ITPT related 

items (Gordon, 1984)

This result shows that “Willingness to Learn & Interest” 

and “Instrument Timber Preference” would not be identical 

concepts. This result can also be caused by the low sound 

validity of sound items from ITPT (William, 1996).

3. Test-retest Reliability: MLMIS with MLMIS

4. Internal Consistency:

No Relationship Trumpet: r =.017, p = .884 (n = 74)
Flute: r = .118 p = .318 (n = 74) 


