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Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to determine if there were 

differences in approaches to music curriculum and 

assessment (a) between elementary and secondary music 

teachers and (b) by music teachers’ years of experience. 

Data, Research Design, and Methods

Results 

Research Question 1

The National Center for Education Statistics (2010) 

The participants included regular public elementary 

and secondary schools in all 50 states and the District 

of Columbia. 

Group: 

Elementary music specialists (n = 1, 355) 

Secondary music specialists  (n = 1, 354) 

Variables: 

Curricula Goal (11 variables)

Types of Assessment (7 variables)     

Is there a difference in approaches to music curriculum and assessment between elementary and secondary music teachers? 

 Music Curriculum

 Assessment

Is there a difference in approaches to music curriculum and assessment based on music teachers’ years of experience? 

Research Question 2

 Music Curriculum (Elementary, p. < .001)

 Music Curriculum (Secondary, p. > .05)

 Assessment             (Elementary, p. > .05)

 Assessment             (Secondary, p. > .05)

Years of Teaching Experience

• 4-point Likert-type scale that ranged from no 

emphasis (1) to major emphasis (4).

• Elementary teachers reported greater emphasis on 

singing (M = 3.4) than did secondary teachers (M = 2.8).

• Secondary teachers (M = 3.36) stressed 

evaluating music/music performances more than 

elementary teachers (M = 2.96).

• Using a 4-point Likert-type scale that ranged from not at 

all (1) to great extent (4).

• Secondary teachers indicated using short written 

answers/essays (Secondary: M = 2.02; Elementary:

M = 1.30), rubrics (Secondary: M = 2.41; Elementary:

M = 1.80), and performance tasks/projects (Secondary:

M = 3.44; Elementary: M = 2.85) to a greater extent than 

the elementary teachers.

* Variable correlated with the discriminant function that exceeded 0.4.

* Variable correlated with the discriminant function that exceeded 0.4.


